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America has by far the best news coverage in the world. Our press and radio, however, must concentrate on high-speed dispatches, often omitting the great spiritual factors which motivate the 
news. And unfortunately much reporting is under the pressures of narrow provincialism and our traditional prejudices. Thus political fanaticism and self-defeating military extremism frequently 
threaten to displace sound democratic practice and a rational defense system. Between The Lines seeks to provide greater insight by presenting selected reports, research analyses, and forecasts 
drawn from the most authoritative sources. This effort is dedicated to the belief that only through the Judaic-Christian concepts of truth can we avoid the violent changes inherent in war and 
in communism and thus move forward out of the tribalism of man towards the brotherhood of the Kingdom of God. Anything less will be dangerously inadequate in the nuclear age. 





“What Can I Do?” 


Little people can do more to af- 
fect the national conciousness on 
major issues than we realize. Take 
for instance the women’s organiza- 
tion in Georgia called HOPE (Help 
Our Public Education) which was 
formed to keep the schools of 
Georgia from being closed over the 
integration issue. Until two mothers 
of Atlanta got together in Novem- 
ber, 1958, to do something about the 
threat to the public schools, there 
had been no public discussion of the 
issue locally beyond the usual polit- 
ical oratory. The mothers who or- 
ganized HOPE were subject to some 
public persecution but they contin- 
ued to hold meetings, circulate lit- 
erature, send speakers on the issue 
to any organization that requested 
them. They rallied thousands of 
white Georgians who believe that 
the education of their children 
comes before prejudice. 

The “Little Rock Report — The 
City, Its People, Its Business,” which 
detailed the community’s losses from 
racial strife, was also prepared by a 
citizen’s group. (BTL, Feb. 15.) 

Not all such efforts are successful: 
In Montgomery, Ala., an interracial 
prayer group of local churchwomen, 
many of them wives of well known 
business, education and religious 
leaders, had been meeting for four 
or five years for Bible study and 
prayer and to have coffee together. 
While they had not met with the 
open aim of facing the problem of 
integration, it was the unexpressed 
desire of most of the leaders that 
something like the HOPE experience 
of Georgia might be duplicated in 
the environs of Montgomery. But 
when the local segregationists caught 
on, they began to take down the li- 
cense numbers of the cars of the 
attending ladies. Other men took 
movies as the women came in and 
out of their gathering places. Soon 
the ladies began to receive threat- 
ening and obscene phone calls, and 
their husbands, fearing boycotts 
against their businesses, placed ads 
dissociating themselves from their 
wives’ activities! The group has not 
met since. 


UN Volunteer Peace Tax 


In our issue of Feb. 15 we re- 
ported the plan for a one per cent 
voluntary self-tax pledge to support 
the United Nations, which originat- 
ed in the University of Illinois com- 
munity of Urbana. This plan has 
also been adopted in the Princeton 
University community (N. J.) where 
a number of distinguished profes- 
sors, clergymen and other citizens 
have made a similar pledge. The 
One per cent tax is considered as a 
symbol — that those who _ partici- 
pate are willing to be taxed directly 
by the UN for the support of its ju- 
diciary, police and economic aid 
programs to keep the world at peace. 
Other communities are indicating in- 
terest in the movement. UN spokes- 
men have welcomed the donations 
and have announced that the gifts 
can be earmarked for particular 
agencies or projects. 


Integration Summary 


New Supreme Court decisions 
have increased the legal pressure for 


integration in the schools. This, 
added to Federal court decisions in 
several states which have brought a 
halt to delaying tactics, indicates 
that “massive resistance” to integra- 
tion in the public schools is ending, 
according to nationwide surveys. 
(N. Y. Times, Sept. 3; Christian Sci- 
ence Monitor, Sept. 4.) 

Where no genuine integration has 
taken place, token integration is be- 
ing enforced. Even the Deep South 
states recognize this. While it will 
be another generation or more be- 
fore integration is a fact in every 
community, the crisis is over on the 
question as to whether or not the 
Federal Government can enforce 
integration in the public schools of 
all states, especially where racial 
“mixing” is against local customs 
and traditions. (Keep in mind that 
there is much mixing in the Deep 
South as Negroes are employed as 
servants in homes, workers on farms 
and in factories.) 

CHAIN STORES: News that ma- 
jor chain stores in the South have 


agreed to desegregate lunch coun- 
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X-Ray and Forecast 
CONQUEST BY PEACE 


S the Communist leaders converge on the United Nations for the big- 

gest propaganda drive in Marxist history, we must recognize that it is 
a peace offensive — filled with deception, subversion and great danger for 
the West. But nevertheless a peace offensive. Once more American leader- 
ship is found to be distressingly unprepared, inept and almost powerless. 
Why should this be — with all our immense resources, our great skills and 
rich heritage of freedom and peace-making? 

THE ANSWER IS NOT HARD TO FIND: After spending $400 
billion in ten years “to stop communism,” the U. S. finds itself outmaneuv- 
ered and unarmed in this climax of the cold war because we have no def- 
inite, realistic peace program of our own. The Russian national budget 
includes large sums each year for non-military objectives in their foreign 
relations that experts on Soviet affairs believe would total at least a third of 
their military spending. 

AFTER CONGRESS HAD WHITTLED AWAY at Eisenhower's 
aid program (economic aid as divorced from military assistance, etc.), the 
President will have about $800 million left for economic aid, including 
repayable loans to underdeveloped countries and technical assistance for 
the coming year. If we should add the amounts devoted to all efforts that 
could be labeled “peace projects” — the Voice of America, our foreign 
U. S. information centers — the sum would not equal three per cent of our 
military spending of $45 billion a year — including atomic research for 
weapons. 

AS THE COMMUNISTS STORM THE UN they center their 
peace drive on demands for disarmament; our answers are lame and in- 
effective because we have had no real program for disarmament either — 
just as we have had no department in the Government, no team of officials, 
not even one Cabinet officer responsible for pushing an American peace 
program. Raymond Wilson of the Friends Committee on National Legis- 
lation points out that our Government has never spent even one million 
dollars in any year since World War II on planning or programming dis- 
armament efforts. For a short time, Harold Stassen was supposed to rep- 
resent a disarmament program in the President’s Cabinet, but his efforts 
were soon strangled from within. (Everybody can make a fast buck or 
political yardage out of the defense program — but peace, disarmament 
... Who can get rich or promoted out of that?) 

THE SENATE SUBCOMMITTEE ON DISARMAMENT, after 
having done notable work under the chairmanship of Sen. Hubert Hum- 
phrey, now has its personnel cut down to one woman staff director and 
two clerical assistants. If we include all the planners and negotiators for 
the two important nuclear conferences in Geneva and the disarmament 
staff of the State Dept., it would total hardly 70 persons. Yet the Senate 
Police Force, who patrol the Senate wing of the Capitol Bldg., has 138 
men on the payroll. We spend more policing the Senators than we do on 
efforts to slow down the world’s arms race. So as the Communist world 
leadership storms the UN with their disarmament and peace programs, we 
have no organized adequately supported disarmament or peace program of 
our own, and, with elections on, they even caught us with nobody home! 


DISARMAMENT AND THE BERLIN CRISIS 


HRUSHCHEV’S disarmament drive is filled with disturbing mystery 
because some important truths have been withheld from the American 
people. For nearly two years we have been reporting from the most de- 
pendable sources that the rearming of West Germany would enlarge and 


accelerate Russian propaganda and military pressures on the Western world 
(continued first col., NEXT page) 
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and that the arming of the West German military with nuclear weapons 
would bring Russian reaction to a dangerous climax. This rearming of West 
Germany — which comprises 75 per cent of German manpower and indus- 
trial strength — was decided upon and carried out without any decision by 
Congress, with the American people having no voice or choice in the mat- 
ter. And this so soon after thousands of our sons died fighting the Nazis and 
after we and our allies had made declarations to the world that Germany 
would be kept disarmed forever. 

WHEN THE FIRST MOVES WERE MADE to place atomic mis- 
siles in West Germany in early 1959, the crisis over Berlin began to shape 
up. The Russian people suffered 17 million dead and immeasureable de- 
struction from invading German armies in the memory of this generation. 
The Russian defense chiefs, reacting to this renewed threat to their most 
important frontier, have made it clear that they would not tolerate nuclear 
missiles in West Germany, especially in West German hands. Their re- 
action is based on the same universal tactical concepts that prevail in the 
Pentagon. Suppose Russia proposed putting Soviet missiles in Cuba — as 
well they may in a counter move? 

In a dispatch from Vienna (N. Y. Times, Sept. 8), warning was 
given by certain Western observers that if Khrushchev is unable to per- 
suade the West to take strong steps toward disarmament, including a with- 
drawal of nuclear arms from West Germany, a Berlin crisis of greater 
proportions than yet experienced will be quick to follow. (One American 
official who is more responsible for the “containment policy” than any 
other, former ambassador to Moscow and top expert on Soviet research at 
Princeton’s Institute for Advanced Study, George Kennan, foresaw this 
crisis two years ago and warned of the danger in his book, Russia, The 
Atom and The West (Harpers, °58). Although Kennan stands at the top 
among American authorities on Soviet and Communist affairs, our mili- 
tary extremists smothered his protests and proceeded with the rearming 
of Germany.) 


THE COMMUNIST PEACE DRIVE AND OUR ALLIES 


E have been outmaneuvered by the Communists because they have 
been more sensitive to the sentiments of mankind towards the threat 
of atomic war. Millions have seen their cities, homes and loved ones de- 
stroyed through the months and years of World War II. They have also 
read about hydrogen missiles and can fully appreciate what it means when 
they hear that the U. S. and Russia have thousands of atomic warheads, 
many of which can release more violence in one split second than the total 
bombing of all four years of World War II. Having suffered war intimately, 
they can grasp what it would mean if all that suffering and death they 
witnessed through four years were crammed into one split second. Democ- 
racy, freedom, republicanism, capitalism, even communism — all are just 
words before the stark and awful reality in the minds of hundreds of mil- 
lions. They no longer look upon war in terms of defense, conquest or vic- 
tory — as Americans do. They see only total, futile destruction and death. 
THE RUSSIANS KNOW this, having suffered also, and are using 
this natural and real fear as a potent weapon against us because our po- 
litical and military leaders apparently cannot or will not accept this, one 
of the great truths of our day. 

THIS IS WHY $100 billions spent on military bases around the 
world have not made the U. S. stronger. We built bases in many areas on 
foreign soil to “save all these people from communism.” But as it became 
known that our bombing planes on these bases and our submarines that 
were serviced in the allied harbors were carriers of atomic weapons, the 
people have felt increasingly anxious and insecure. The Russians have 
realized that this fear was slowly dissipating the loyalties of our friends. 
Hence the anti-American rioting in some places, the growing neutralism 
in others — in Laos, in the Philippines, Pakistan, even in France, and to a 
surprising degree in England. 

At this point, the U-2 incident put in the hands of the Kremlin a 
most effective and climactic propaganda weapon, for here was full proof 
that the U. S. was carrying out military projects inside and over Russian 
home territory, which no nation on earth would accept without anger and 
retaliation. For that plane could have been carrying an H-bomb to wipe 
out Moscow with a thousand missiles to strike in its wake. The military 
extremists in Washington, brushing aside our more moderate, rational 
military tacticians — and also with unlimited billions at their command — 
led us to this impasse, with no alternative plan, no other conception of our 
conflict with Marxism than this! And they, through the war-conditioned 
press, would now have us believe that the only answer is to plunge on into 
atomic war —as if 60 million Americans dead and immeasureable de- 
struction, plus the death of 100 million Russians, would solve our problems. 

THE DEFENSE OF FREEDOM, which is our strongest claim 
for world support, has been undermined by military expediency in which 
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ters in their outlets in 69 different 
Southern communities heralds an- 
other impressive victory for integra- 
tion. Credit for this achievement be- 
longs first to the chain store execu- 
tives who have exhibited economic 
statesmanship and Christian justice 
beyond average and to the coura- 
geous Negro youth who have con- 
tinued the “sit-ins” with astounding 
composure against innumerable in- 
dignities, occasional violence, fre- 
quent arrests and imprisonment. 


The chain store executives made 
their decision when they were called 
by the Atty. General of the U. S. to 
discuss the sit-ins, action which rep- 
resents the sort of leadership that 
has long been missing on the part of 
the Administration. 


Negro buying power has unques- 
tionably influenced these decisions. 
Advertising specialists estimate that 
American Negroes spend almost $20 
billion annually. (N. Y. Herald- 
Trib., Aug. 13.) That much money 
can change a lot of politics and so- 
cial mores! As the Negro gains in 
education, cultural and social status, 
his buying power increases. Every 
city in the South that is holding the 
line against integration is admittedly 
suffering economic pains. In in- 
stances where the Negro population 
has aimed the boycott at certain 
businesses, the pressure has soon 
brought results, for in many com- 
munities Negro trade represents the 
margin between bankruptcy and 
profits. 


The miracle of the sit-in is partly 
its spontaneous nature—a move- 
ment which arose out of the con- 
victions of Negro college youth 
rather than out of the planning of 
the National Association for the Ad- 
vancement of Colored People or any 
other Negro organization that here- 
tofore has carried the integration 
program. These dedicated youth 
have found in the sit-ins a religious 
experience, as they personally dis- 
covered that suffering in meekness 
and without hate gave them power. 
The white rabble-rousers have not 
yet found a way to deal with the sit- 
ins, except to their own undoing. 
One white mobster complained, “It 
looks like there’s nothing we can do 
with them without turning whites 
against us!” 


KNEEL-IN: The final step in the 
crusade may have been taken when 
Negro college students started the 
“kneel-in” campaigns in white Prot- 
estant churches. If they can inte- 
grate the Southern white Protestant 
churches — after sports, labor un- 
ions, schools and stores have led the 
way — the crusade will have reach- 
ed the final stages. Some church 
ushers, trustees and deacons acted 
little different from the defenders of 
white supremacy in the streets; oth- 
ers were Christian in spirit and deed. 


In the First Presbyterian Church of 
Atlanta seven Negroes who sudden- 
ly appeared at the door were per- 
mitted to sit among the congrega- 
tion. The pastor told his wife after 
the service that “I was never so 
proud of my people.” At the great 
First Baptist Church of Atlanta, ush- 
ers prevented Negro students from 
entering the sanctuary. The Negroes 
stood in the foyer throughout the 
service. The chairman of the ushers 
denounced them as a “bunch of 
agitators.” 


CATHOLICS TAKE LEAD: The 
Roman Catholic diocese of Little 
Rock — including Catholics from 
the entire state— have embarked 
on an educational program to show, 
in the words of the bishop, that 
“segregation as we know it in Ar- 
kansas is immoral.” A booklet, Ele- 
mentary Catechism on the Morality 
of Segregation and Racial Discrim- 
ination has been issued by Bishop 
A. L. Fletcher. The Manual forbids 
Catholics from joining White Citi- 
zen’s Councils or other organizations 
dedicated to segregation. Presented 
in questions and answers, the bul- 
letin asks, ““May Catholics be mem- 
bers of organizations whose purpose 
it is to continue segregation as we 
know it?” Ans., “Catholics may not 
be members of such organizations 
because in so doing they are pro- 
moting a system which is unjust, un- 
Christian and uncharitable.” The 
Catechism outlines in detail how the 
Roman church has long taken lead- 
ership in accepting Negroes as equal 
Christians. 





In many states, such as Florida, 
Texas, Kentucky, the Roman Cath- 
olic Church has led in desegregating 
the parochial schools. When Catho- 
lic laymen have organized resistance 
against the church’s integration pol- 
icy, their action has been suppressed 
by hierarchal authority. Other Cath- 
olic bishops are studying the Arkan- 
sas Racial Catechism with the expec- 
tation that a nationwide Catholic 
education program on_ integration 
will be undertaken. Will the domi- 
nant Protestant churches of the 
South — so outspoken on the pos- 
sibility of a Catholic President — 
accept this challenge? 

There is sad irony in the way 
white anti-integrationists would “seg- 
gregate” themselves, while Negroes 
push on to wider horizons. In Texas 
and Louisiana Catholic laymen have 
tried to form local Catholic organi- 
zations that would break with the 
national Cathodic establishments 
which urge integration. Catholic lay- 
men have even attempted an appeal 
to the Pope for a recognition of the 
rights of Christian Catholics under 
the growing “Communist influences 
in the U. S. A. on racial matters.” 
Their bishops threatened excom- 
munication! 

(continued second col., NEXT page) 
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X-Ray and Forecast 


we have made common cause with tyrants in Spain, South Korea, Formosa, 
Turkey — whom neither our military nor diplomats have ever repudiated 
until their own people have rebelled, often with outbursts of anti-Amer- 
icanism. Syngman Rhee was finally ousted in South Korea, and Menderes 
from leadership in Turkey, but Franco still stands straddle totalitarianism 
in Spain, and Chiang Kai-shek holds Formosa (where a Formosan who 
tried to organize an oppositon party to Chiang was recently thrown into 
prison—N. Y. Times, Sept. 5). The justification of military expediency 
so familiar in the Pentagon is that we must be realistic, that the end justifies 
the means — but this is of the same weave as Marxism. 


Is this realism, which undermines our moral strength before the 
world, our greatest claim to the support of mankind? 


KENNEDY AND THE CHURCH 


HE debate about Roman Catholicism in the present campaign unfor- 

tunately puts the emphasis in the wrong places. First of all, we cannot 
call this a democracy unless a Catholic, Jew, Negro or any other native 
born American can aspire to high office. On the other hand, the commit- 
ment which the Roman Catholic Church requires of its adherents would, 
if strictly interpreted, make a Catholic candidacy unconstitutional, for the 
Vatican requires of all that its authority be recognized above everything, 
including the state. (See BTL, Jan. 15, ’60. For a full exposition of this 
dogma, see State and Church, written and edited for the National Catholic 
Welfare Council by Mons. John P. Ryan of Catholic University of Amer- 
ica together with Moorhouse F. X. Miller, published by Macmillan, ’37. 
This text has been used extensively in parochial schools and colleges.) 


THE QUESTION IS — do all American Catholics accept this dog- 
ma of the absolute supremacy of the Church? This can be tested in the 
matter of birth control where Catholic teachings so sharply conflict with 
the American spirit of freedom and with our constitution and its guarantees 
of individual rights. In a recent survey of 244 medical doctors — all Roman 
Catholics — conducted by the Columbia University Bureau of Applied 
Social Science, it was disclosed that 29 per cent disagreed with their 
church’s teachings on birth control and that they recommended and fitted 
contraceptive devices for their patients whenever desired. In Connecticut 
where the state legislature is controlled by Roman Catholics, a law has been 
passed forbidding doctors to recommend, and drugstores to sell, contra- 
ceptives —a fact that in itself testifies as to what the church would do 
about its dogma versus individual rights, as defined in our Constitution, if 
it had the opportunity to do so. (The constitutionality of this law is now 
being reviewed by the U. S. Supreme Court. It is the guess of most jurists, 
even Roman Catholics whom this Newsletter has contacted, that the Court 
will declare this law unconstitutional. If so, would they dare to do so before 
the election? What fireworks!) 

SEN. KENNEDY is, therefore, not the only American Catholic 
who does not subscribe to nor bow to the dogmas of the church which are 
in conflict with the American Constitution — any more than Protestants 
obey verbatim some of their outmoded articles of faith. On the record, it 
would appear that Kennedy was not speaking empty words when he de- 
clared that he would not permit any commitment of his religion to inter- 
fere with his obligation to the Constitution if he were elected President. Is 
he disloyal to his church by taking such a stand? Dogmatic traditionalists 


in the Roman Church have condemned him, including his own bishop. Yet 
(continued third col., NEXT page) 
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The Episcopal bishop of Alabama 
told his flocks to ignore the words 
of the National Episcopal Council 
which had urged all Episcopal par- 
ishes to take the lead in their com- 
munities on integration. The South- 
ern YMCAs and YWCAs are con- 
sidering cutting off relations with 
their national organizations as the 
latter announce support of integra- 
tion. (None abhor these devisive 
efforts more than the many white 
Southern moderates whose voices 
are seldom heard.) 


While these and other such efforts 
shrink the white South into ever 
narrowing cultural, intellectual and 
spiritual confinement, Negro leaders 
are enlarging the circle of their con- 
tacts throughout the nation and wid- 
ening their understanding of and 
participation in world affairs. Rev. 
R. Abernathy, leading Negro pas- 
tor of Alabama, was in Africa visit- 


ing leaders in Ghana when the Epis- 
copal bishop of Alabama made his 
proclamation. Negro educators have 
been sent to Asia, Negro technicians 
are in India, and Ralph Bunche, 
famous Negro UN diplomat, wins 
new honors in the cause of inter- 
national peace through his services 
in Africa. 


How Crazy Can They Get? The 
monthly news sheet of the White 
Citizens’ Councils of America (white 
supremacy organization), published 
in Jackson, Miss., recently listed, 
under the headline “Here Is The 
Enemy,” 74 organizations “favoring 
civil rights and anti-South legisla- 
tion.” Among them: the AFL-CIO, 
the Episcopal Church, the Catholic 
Interracial Council, the Elks, the 
Dept. of Justice, the YWCA, the 
U. S. Air Force and the American 
Civil Liberties Union. 


The Strike Issues: Surplus Men 


The Pennsylvania Railroad strike was the second major warning that 


this nation must find new and more modern ways to settle labor-manage- 
ment strife in our increasingly complex, interdependent industrial society. 
(The steel strike was the first.) It is also a warning that we must soon face 
up squarely to the problem of automation as it affects this generation of 
workers. We share the confidence that, as with all technical advances, a 
natural balance will establish itself — within a generation. But this gener- 
ation can suffer much loss if the matter is not dealt with constructively, if 
it is left to the irresponsible opportunists in the ranks of labor leadership 
or to equally irresponsible elements in business. The steel strike demon- 


strated that we can have both in the same industry! 


A nation as advanced as ours in 
science, technology and law should 
not still be the victim of costly 
fruitless strikes. The Scandinavian 
peoples, who rarely have strikes, 
have paved the way in part. We 
should learn from them and estab- 
lish some kind of a system of Courts 
of Industrial Relations (local, state 
and national) through which labor 
disputes must be adjudicated. (See 
BTL, Dec. 1, 59; Jan. 1, 60.) Such 
impartial courts can work with dis- 
patch and fairness. They will have 
to come sooner or later. We'd have 
them now were it not for the pres- 
sure of the unions on one set of 
Congressmen and the pressure of 
management on other legislators. 
The cure will have to come through 
an alerted and informed public that 
can create enough pressure of its 
own, so that the consumers’ inter- 
est, with justice and common sense, 
takes precedence over politics, per- 
sonal ambitions and greed. 


As we have reported previously, 
the rail labor-management conflict 
had been seething ever since the 
steel strike rose to the surface two 
years ago. The rail brotherhood 
labor leaders have been negotiating 
with rail management for more than 
a year, slowly bridging their differ- 
ences over the problem of the work- 
ers’ security with the increased effi- 
ciency of automation in railroading. 


(In round numbers, 20 per cent few- 
er rail workers are now moving 12 
per cent more freight and doing it 
faster than eight years ago.) Some 
progress has been made in these 
negotiations although, as with steel, 
there has been the tendency to post- 
pone the crucial decisions. 

Railroad management spent a 
large sum last year on newspaper 
propaganda ads to label the demands 
of the rail workers as “feather-bed- 
ding,” — unnecessary men on un- 
necessary jobs. But if you are an 
employee, feather-bedding is a rail 
worker over forty-five who has spent 
his whole life railroading and who 
has seen his job taken over by a 
machine. He feels he has some 
rights as a skilled craftsman, some 
consideration due him, that he and 
his family should not have to bear 
the cost of automation alone with 
all the benefits going to management 
and ownership. To plaster the coun- 
try with the picture of him as a par- 
asite has angered over a million rail 
workers as nothing has in a century 
of railroading. Much of this bitter- 
ness hampered the rail negotiations. 

SURPLUS MEN IN STEEL: The 
steel strike — which was over the 
same issue, “work policies” — was 
never really settled: Steel labor lead- 
ers and steel management made a 
private deal that saved face for each, 


gave the steel workers a package of 
(continued first col., NEXT page) 





The Strike Issues (con: 


benefits that was mostly wrapping, 
and left the problem of what to do 
with surplus men in steel to be 
solved later on. The Kaiser Steel 
Co., taking the lead from the far- 
sighted settlement initiated by the 
Armour Packing Corp., has organ- 
ized a management-worker fact- 
finding commission to study the 
problem of automation and find a 
just solution. The Armour settle- 
ment, which will make industrial 
history, continues to be suppressed 
by most of the press because it 
makes the management of many 
large industries uncomfortable. Ar- 
mour’s plan, briefly, provides for 
the retraining of men displaced by 
automatic electronic machinery out 
of funds derived from the profits 
created by increased production. 
These funds will also be used to 
maintain the worker’s wage rate 
until he is re-employed as a skilled 
technician by the same company or 
another firm. (See BTL, Nov.1, 15.) 
The hour is pressing close when 
our prosperity will hinge much more 
on what we do with men rather than 
what we do with our stocks on Wall 
St. America has led the world in 
engineering the adoption of elec- 
trical energy and the machine to 
the production of goods. Are we 
going to leave the task of social 
engineering to the Communists? 
They are rapidly and successfully 
adopting our remarkable achieve- 
ments in technology; if we fail in 
the task of social engineering, who 
will win and control the world? 


High Cost of Dying 


Many people caught in the shock 
of sudden sorrow, with no knowl- 
edge about funeral arrangements, 
costs and legal requirements for 
handling death, obligate themselves 
for heavy indebtedness entirely out 


of line with their resources. The 
emotional stress and the lack of 
time for calm decisions causes many 
to acquiesce in providing a “fitting 
tribute’ which involves displays 
that are vulgar, pagan and costly. 

While many conscientious mor- 
tuaries repudiate all such practices, 
many others make it a practice of 
“selling” their services to the limit 
of the debt they can legaily fasten 
upon the bereaved families. 

The People’s Memorial Assn., 
which operates in a number of 
communities, provides a non-profit 
cooperative plan for funeral reform. 
One of the original PMA organiza- 
tions is in Seattle, Wash., which now 
serves 6000 family members. PMA 
membership is open to all, without 
regard to race or creed, on payment 
of $3 enrollment fee. There are no 
dues. Each membership provides: 

(1) Special cremation rates (pres- 
ently $100) or burial rates according 
to the terms of the Association’s 


High Cost of Dying con. 


long-term contract with reputable 
morticians. (2) Pre-established pro- 
visions for prompt service without 
additional! transportation charges 
for funeral cremation or burial with- 
in the local area. (3) A voluntary 
arrangement for the establishment 
of a “Cremation Fund Deposit” so 
that ail essential business matters 
may be handled by the organization 
for the deceased. (4) Reciprocal 
membership privileges with 15 sim- 
ilar organizations in eight different 
states. (5) Removal of all doubt or 
possible family disagreement as to 
type of service requested by the de- 
ceased and the assurance of each 
member that he has, by this means, 
planned for death as he plans for 
life, with order and dignity. 

The PMA recommends that sim- 
ple memorial services should follow 
cremation or burial at such time as 
the family has regained composure 
and at a place — church, home or 
other community facilities — that 
recalls the spirit of the deceased. 

For further information write the 
People’s Memorial Association, Inc., 
Sylvia H. MacColl, Educational Di- 
rector, 815 Thirty Sixth Avenue 
North, Seattle 2, Washington. 


Flying Saucers? 


The U. S. Air Force Special Com- 
mission on Unidentified Flying Ob- 
jects has announced that, after 13 
years of investigation, no evidence 
has been brought to light that flying 
mechanisms from other planets have 
entered the atmosphere of our earth. 
The UFO aeronautical observers and 
scientists have investigated over 
6500 reports since 1947. “No phy- 
sical or material evidence, not even 
a minute fragment of a so-called 
flying saucer or interplanetary space 
ship, has ever been found,” states 
UFO. Some 173 “sightings” were 
reported in the first six months of 
this year, mostly in Pacific and Far 
Eastern areas. Of these only three 
are left without valid explanation. 
But it should be added that two of 
these three sightings are of such a 
bizarre and spectacular nature that 
numerous Air Force officers are 
convinced that something is going 
on up there — tangible evidence or 
no. The swiftly moving red glow 
that was traced by radar over the 
earth in early September and photo- 
graphed by AF men adds to the list 
of unexplained phenomenon. 

Astro-physicists and astronomers 
have made progress in establishing 
the thesis that there are atmospheric 
conditions on other planets that 
could support life. Among these is 
the small volume, Of Stars and Men, 
by Dr. Harlow Shapley, astronomer 
and mathematician, who believes 
there are “probably a million plan- 
ets in the universe capable of sup- 
porting life as we know it on earth.” 


X-Ray and Foreeast = (continued) 


thousands of distinguished American Catholic laymen have enthusiastically 
endorsed him, though fully aware of the meaning of his statement of inde- 
pendence relative to Roman dogma. 


(Fer insight into these trends, see almost any issue of the lay Catholic journal, Common- 
weal, or these books, ““A Catholic Speaks His Mind’’ by Thomas Sugrue, pub!. Harpers, ‘52; 
“Report from Spain’’ by Emmet J. Hughes, Hoit ‘47.) 


SOME OF THE ROMAN CATHOLIC CLERGY have also cau- 
tiously supported his candidacy but there is an obvious touchiness among 
most of the Catholic clergy and hierarchy. And their hesitation is not just 
because the endorsement of the clergy might hurt the Senator politically. 
The feeling is quite general among informed Catholic laymen that he 
symbolizes a significant change shaping up in the church at large, which is 
more important than whether he is elected or not. 


POPE JOHN has surprised the world by his modernity after what 
is now admitted to have been the austere, scholarly but rather retrogressive 
reign of Pius XII. Pope John has appointed many new and non-Latin 
Cardinals, instituted numerous reforms, bridged many gaps and, most of 
all, announced the second Vatican World Council set for 1962. To this he 
invited the “separated brethren” to “observe the work of the Council,” 
which means, according to students of church history, a rapprochement to 
the Eastern Orthodox Church which separated from Rome in 1054 A. D. 
Although Vatican writers have explained that the Roman Church considers 
Eastern Orthodoxy as a “separated branch of the true church” and that 
Protestantism is still regarded as a “heresey,” it is well known that there 
have been many secret and semi-secret discussions or “dialogues” between 
American and British Protestant leaders and Roman Catholic scholars and 
theologians, with the theme of reconciliation running through all reports 
of these dialogues or meetings. The Vatican has also, concurrently, greatly 
softened the language used to refer to other Christian denominations, elim- 
inating some of the more offensive terms that had long been in themselves 
divisive. (Heretics, followers of anti-Christ.) 


THE VATICAN HAS BEEN SHAKEN, according to many re- 
ports, by the fact that the World Council of Churches, only organized in 
this century, now represents 172 denominations and 210 million Christians. 
The similarities of belief among these groups are far greater than their 
differences. They represent less than half the constituency that Rome 
claims — but the Vatican knows that these Protestants are a far more 
active and potent constituency than the 500 million Roman Catholics in 
the world — for a high percentage of the Catholics counted are so in name 
only; for once baptized a Roman Catholic, a person is claimed as a mem- 
ber even though he may never again enter a church. 


THE RAPPROCHEMENT OF ROME TO OTHER CHRISTIANS 
has many ramifications we cannot detail here. But with the growing power 
of communism, with the Christian world so weakened by division, with 
Roman Catholicism losing ground as revolutions spread throughout the 
world, with the impact upon the modern Catholic mind of modern science, 
especially atomic science, in relation to dogma, is it not to be expected 
that a young American Catholic layman would believe he could still be a 
“good Catholic” and remain loyal to what is best and greatest in our nation- 
al heritage? Especially when he is a product of American school system 
and a graduate of a Protestant-founded university (Harvard) where he 
would have studied objectively the history of the Papacy, its evils as well 
as its achievements. Is it not logical that he would support a new, more 
democratic Catholicism in America rather than a return to Roman feudal- 
ism? 

WE ARE NOT ENDORSING the Kennedy candidacy. Those who 
fear that his election will open the White House to a stream of subtle, pow- 
erful Vatican influence are justified by history in their concerns. But we 
feel that the over-simplified black and white picture which many are using 
as a basis of judgment is lacking in understanding and is rather unworthy 
of “the great American experiment.” The salient truth is that the American 
concept of life is having as much or more influence on Roman Catholicism 
as the dogmas of the church are having on American life. 

LL CHRISTIANS must recognize, with humility, that both Catholics 

and Protestants have chapters in their histories which are at the least 
un-Christian. And it is chastening to have been recently reminded by 
Nayantara Sahgal (daughter of Madame Pandit and nicce of Nehru) that 
it is Buddhism — and not Christianity — which has been absolutely dedi- 
cated to peace. No war, no crusade has ever been fought in tie name of 
Buddhism, no land claimed, no blood shed, no life maimed. 


The heartening side is that both Protestants and Catholics are, in 
this century, reaching for higher ground in the long march towards the 
achievement of the precepts of Jesus of Nazareth. 
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